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• 1.5 miles, all flat terrain
•  Begin tour at any point
•  Allow 2–3 hours
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Kenmore Community Club

Schnitzelbank German Restaurant

Kenmore Mural

Kenmore Fire Station

Kenmore City Hall
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The Hangar

Hi, folks! I’m Hank the Heron, 
Kenmore’s city mascot.  Learn 
more about the places you’ll visit 
on your walking tour. Enjoy!

Elizabeth Poessinger came here from Germany in 1954, and, along with her daughter 
and son-in-law, started the Schnitzelbank restaurant. From approximately 1962 to 
1997, the Schnitzelbank was a popular spot for friendly, unpretentious continen-
tal cuisine and nightly performances by lederhosen dancers. Elizabeth oversaw the 
kitchen, while two generations of family members waited tables and managed the 
business. In the old days, it wasn’t uncommon for everybody to break into traditional 
German song and dance to entertain the patrons. The family retired from the busi-
ness and leased the space to a succession of restaurateurs before deciding to close for 
good. The building, an area landmark, has been occupied by several businesses since 
closing as a restaurant. The City of Kenmore occupied office space on the second 
floor while awaiting completion of the new City Hall in 2010.

Painted by Gaul Culley and Staci Adman 
over several months during the summer of 
2016, the mural pays tribute to Kenmore’s 
rich and eclectic history. More than 5,000 
man hours went into the project. From 
time-to-time, volunteers joined the ladies 
including the mayor and his wife. But 
mostly, it was just Staci and Gaul armed 
with their brushes and their wit.
“What’s my favorite part? The Kenmore 

Air seaplane of course!” said Staci. You’ll find it located on the south end of the mural 
with a wingspan stretching nearly 18 feet!
But for the most part, the year of research and collaboration the women poured into 
the mural has culminated in a comprehensive and beautiful addition to Kenmore’s 
landscape.            …Excerpts from an August 19, 2016, interview by Mikaela Cowles

The Kenmore Community Club was formed in 1925 
as a way to work together on community needs such 
as improved fire protection, widening of the highway 
from Lake Forest Park to Bothell, better phone ser-
vice and establishing a polling precinct. Financing of 
the building was by the sale of 150 bonds worth $10 
each. Volunteers cleared the land and built the club-

house. The first meeting in the new building was in March 1930. The building was 
placed on the King County Historical Register in 1985, and continues to serve as a 
meeting place for Kenmore residents. 

In the late 1950s, a 
variety of fire fight-
ing equipment is dis-
played at Kenmore 
Fire Department’s 
first station, located at 
67th Ave. NE and NE 
181st St. This site later 
became Kenmore Camera, then Cooley Smiles, after a new station was built at NE 
181st St. and 73rd Ave. NE. in 1977. The present station was dedicated in 2011.

Kenmore City Hall 
occupied the former 
Wells Fargo Bank 
building at 6700 NE 
181st Street after be-
ginning city business 
in an empty Kenmore 
Village storefront in 
1998. When an agree-
ment was reached 
with the U.S. Postal Service to turn the building into a new Kenmore post office, City 
Hall moved temporarily to office space in the Schnitzelbank Building until the new 
Kenmore City Hall was completed. It was formally dedicated in 2010. 

Kenmore’s first library opened July 21, 1958 in 
a remodeled barn on property near Kenmore 
Elementary School. It had 5,600 books on its 
shelves. A children’s wing of four hundred square 
feet was added in 1961. By the early 1970s it be-
came clear the growing population served by the 
library required a larger building. In 1976 the 
library moved into new quarters at 18138 73rd 
Avenue NE, part of a civic complex that includ-
ed the fire station, King Country Police precinct, 
and a park-and-ride facility. In 2011, the library 
moved to its spacious new 10,000 square foot location on NE 181st Street.

The Hangar and Town 
Square provide a year-
round focal point and a 
symbolic living room for 
the city. Located in the 
heart of downtown, the 
complex touches upon the 
primal notions of gather-
ing, creating a venue for passive and active recreation while ensuring a home for 
nature in rapidly growing Kenmore. The Hangar, conceived as a pavilion, is designed 
to morph depending upon weather or functional requirements.

Kenmore Camera was established in 1974 by Jim Donovan in a 12-by-15-foot space 
at Kenmore Square (78th Avenue NE and Bothell Way). Three years later Donovan 
expanded by purchasing the early Kenmore fire station being auctioned as surplus. 
He renovated the building, which lies between Bothell Way and NE 181st Street in 
the 6700 block. The new shop became a popular source for cameras, photographic 
supplies, and repairs. The current location occupies a former grocery store site in 
Kenmore Square, and features classrooms in addition to a large showroom.

Plywood Supply began as a small Seattle firm with 
one employee, owner Ralph Swanson. He took the 
orders, loaded the truck, delivered the materials and 
billed the customers. In 1953 he moved his business 
to Lake City, where he was highly visible to motorists 
traveling from Seattle to Bothell or elsewhere. His 
next move was to Kenmore where he purchased land 

on NE 175th Street. He persuaded the railroad to provide a spur to the property, 
and when he opened his new warehouse there in 1956, the rail spur allowed him to 
engage in carload sales of building materials. He soon built a total of five warehouses, 
adding a sixth eight years later. Plywood Supply has become an important supplier 
of lumber, plywood, and pre-fabricated trusses in the Northwest, employing about 
two hundred people.

It wasn’t always a trail. Not too long ago, it was a railroad. The Burke-Gilman trail 
runs in the footprint of the now-extinct Seattle, Lake Shore and Eastern Railway. 
Founded in 1885, the railway was an effort to connect Seattle with Canada. The rails 
ran east to North Bend and north toward Sumas, where they connected with the Ca-
nadian Pacific Railway. It opened up all sorts of economic opportunities for the com-
munities along the line. So, what about Burke and Gilman? They were Judge Thomas 
Burke and Daniel Gilman, Seattle businessmen who were among a group of investors 
who helped secure funding for the railway. Burke campaigned for the railway in Seat-
tle, and Gilman secured funding from East Coast investors. Their contributions were 
big enough to land their names on the trail that followed many years later. In 1971, 
the tracks that ran on the route of what is now the Burke-Gilman were part of the 
Burlington Northern railroad network. That’s the year the railway announced plans 
to decommission that branch of tracks, and a group of neighborhood activists band-
ed together to lobby for a walking and biking trail in its place. Merrill Hille, a former 
Matthews Beach resident, organized a “Hike In” along the tracks to bring awareness 
to the trail proposal. Hille and a few of her activist friends are the reason the trail is 
named for Burke and Gilman. As part of their research, they read a book called “He 
Built Seattle” by Robert Nesbit, which tells about Burke’s contributions to the city. 
They were inspired to name the trail after the men who advocated for the railway.

The Burke-Gilman Trail was once a railroad


